CHAPTER XVII
SOME GENERAL QUESTIONS

AND

THEIR ANSWERS ON THE STUART PERIOD

Q, Contrast Tudor despotism with Stuart despotism or give
reasons for the success of Tudor despotism and the failure of
Staurt despotism. Or, Give reasons why the English people al-
lowed the Tudors to rule arbitrarily, whereas they did not tole-
rate the despotic rule of the Stuarts.

This is true that Tudor despotism succeeded and Stuart des-
potism failed. The Tudors' policy was successful and that of the
Stuarts" was a failure. The following reasons will prove the truth
of the above statement and show the contrast between Tudor despot-
ism and Stuart despotism,

TUDOR AND STUART DESPOTISM CONTRASTED

1.  Need of a strong Government under the Tudors.   After the
Wars of Roses there was anarchy and confusion in the country and
the government of the country was disorganized, so the people need-
ed a strong King who could restore peace and order in the country
and give a settled government.   The Tudors gave the people peace
and order which they needed immediately and urgently.   The people,
therefore, co-operated with the Tudor sovereigns and overlooked their
despotic acts.   But in the Stuart period there was no such need.   The
Tudors had established perfect peace and order in the country.   The
people did not need kings any more who could restore peace for it
was already fully established in the country, and so they were not pre-
pared to tolerate the high-handed policy  and   despotic   acts  of  the
Stuarts.

2.  Stuart theory of the Divine Right of Kings.   The Stuarts con-
stantly   preached the theory of the    Divine Right of Kings.   They
boasted of royal prerogatives and said that they were the representa-
tives of God on earth, and so for their actions and policies they were
responsible to God alone.   They said that the people had no right
to question or criticise their acts. Vjhevjsatid, tha.t^GcKL_inadg,.ihelyiflg
and the King made the layJP Lafar' wks meant for the people, and
JTOt fui Llie Kiiig. <IbeJ6Kiig was above the law of the land and no
earthly court or tribunal could try him for any breach of law.   He
was responsible to none but God.   On the other hand the Tudor
sovereigns boasted of no such ideas.   They never preached such a
theory.   They always showed due regard to the wishes of the Parlia-
ment and every law was passed with its approval.   They never flou-
ted or disrespected  the  contitutional   formalities.   Sometimes,  they